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or, thirdly, man viewed as a political and social being, as
history views him, creating states and overthrowing them,
making laws and refusing to be bound by them, opposing
religion to politics, and freedom to law, binding art and
politics, empire and freedom, public and private life into
one harmonious whole, or crowning one to the exclusion
of the rest, fighting, colonising, making money and spend-
ing it, treating his neighbour as a fellow-being, or using
him as a tool for the production of wealth, monarchist,
parliamentarian, socialist, anarchist, Pericles or Augustus,
Cromwell or Robespierre. Before the student of literature,
philosophy, and history are displayed all the forces and
ideas that have governed man, personal, religious, or
political; to see why he has rejected this and espoused
that, why this failed and that was successful, what are
liberty and religion, family affection and personal greed,
and, in a word, to study man. As he reviews them and
compares them with the present, he can see, as far as a man
can see, what ideas have come down to his own day, and
what new elements are combining with them, can forecast
in some degree the future, and by virtue of his knowledge
guide the streaming forces, and shape the molten mass,
serve his country and use to the best advantage his own
powers.

Merely to define history and literature is to prove that
they are essential parts of every man's education. Yet to
the majority of the population they are closed books.
Mention poetry to the average man and he will think
you slightly eccentric. It means nothing to him and has no
message to him. History will sound less remote to his ears,
but he will know no more of it than he may happen to
remember from his days at an elementary school. How is
he to be interested in these two essential subjects? If he
belongs to the W.E.A. type of student, there is no difficulty;
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